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Channel4,9pm

Aian Turing wasthe Steve Jobs of hisday. He
saved untold thousands of lives by crackingthe
Enigmacode, and his work on computational
devices, artificial intelligenceand the
mathematics of biologyisnowrecognisedas
the productofavisionary andgenius.But
while Jobs was féted as anational hero, Turing —thanks tothe
OfficialSecrets Act and the laws on homosexuality —was
convicted of gross indecency, chemically castrated, hounded
by the police asasecurityriskand driven to suicide. Britain’s
Greatest Codebreakeris an overdue telling of this dreadful
story. Atits heart are aseries of dramatised therapy sessions
between Turing (Ed Stoppard) and his psychiatrist Franz
Greenbaum (Henry Goodman), whichbeganin1952,and these
are sandwiched between contributions from Greenbaum’s
daughters, Apple’s co-founder Steve Wozniak and any
number of distinguished scientists and academics.Asa
generalrule, dramatisationsin documentariesarean
embarrassmenttobe avoided, but these scenesare low-key
andrestrained and performed with an unflashy dignity. Not
onlydoesittell astory that has shaped ourlives, but it serves as
aposthumous public apology for past acts of gross ingratitude.

Channel4,8pm

BBCOne,9pm

Let'sassumethatallthe
researchfeaturedintonight’s
programmecomes to fruition.
Ifitdoes, life wilibeimproved |
inany number of ways.Aslimy
bacteriological gunk full of
toxinsfoundinthe waters off
Panamawillhave provided the
curefor cancer.Synthetically
modified E-coliwill produce
industrial quantities of pure,
cheapdieselfuel without
doingany harmtothe ‘
environment. Human beings J
willbe abletoimitatethe
salamander by regenerating
damaged hearttissue,and
knowledge of the workings of
epigeneticswillenableusto
live out our natural life span g
freeof chronicdisease. Allwe |
havetodoissurvivelong
enoughforittohappen.

Andthentherewereeight.
Thetwoteamsaresummoned
to Wembley Stadium, where
they arefaced with their most....
frightening prospect yet —the
sightofahugeimageofiord
Sugar talking to them from
oneofthegiant TV screenslike
somekind of modern-day Big
Brother. Thetask he setsthem
istocreate,brand and pitcha
deodorantaimedatthe
teenage market. Thatshould
make them sweat. Harry
shows his leadership skills by
completelyignoring histhree
team-mates and going hisown
way. “I’'m project manager, this
iswhatlwanttodo,”soon
becomes his alitoo familiar
catchphrase.it’'sarisky
strategy, but willit pay offin
the boardroom?



