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|always rather dread these
biographical dramas because the
subjects never seem to come out of
them very well and, of course, they're
not around to stick up for themselves
(think Mrs Beeton, Fanny Cradock,
Kenneth Williams).

But Daphneis anintriguing film
about an enigmatic subject, Daphne
duMaurier. It's beautifully shot, inthe
sumptuous, soft-focus style of a1940s
romanticthriller,ala Alfred Hitchcock's
version of her best-known novel,
Rebecca (showing at 5.15pmon BBC2).

Geraldine Somervilleis excellent
and immensely sympatheticasa
woman trapped by the mores of her
timeinto concealing her bisexuality —
she was married and had children,
but allthe while had great passions for
other women: Ellen Doubleday, wife of
her American publisher (unrequited)
andtheactress Gertrude Lawrence
(requited). The majestic Janet McTeer ~
is splendidinaseries of gorgeous
frocksas Lawrence,awomanthat
Daphne makes very clear wasthe
“edfishandchipsandyouhave greatlove ofthe author'slife. AG

le Cornish experience here.
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'It's Scoochtotherescue...




